
STEP 1
What is a 

Story?
(10 mins)

Slides
6-10

Watch the video that introduces this activity. Give your pupils a couple of minutes to tell 
you their favourite story or event from history. Choose one and ask your pupils, as a class, 
to tell you in as few words as possible what happens in the event/story. Explain that this 
is the plot. Then explain what setting, character and events are. Next, ask your pupils 
to summarise what happens at the beginning, middle and end of the chosen story and 
ensure that they understand the structure of a story. 

STEP 2
Identifying 
Key Events 
(15 min)

Slides 
11-13

Ask your pupils if they can now summarise the story in 100 words. As a class, discuss the 
key points of the story and then make notes on the board. Using the notes work together 
to write a class mini saga based on the key points your pupils have identified – can they 
reduce the story’s plot to just 100 words? After writing the initial mini saga, you’ll probably 
still have over 100 words, so now you need to edit. Abbreviating words helps, so ‘it is’ 
becomes ‘it’s’ and ask them to see if there are any unnecessary words or descriptions they 
can remove. Once you have the class mini saga, read it out. Can your pupils suggest any 
ways to improve the mini saga? Are there stronger words they can use to improve the 
vocabulary, e.g. ‘nice’ becomes ‘amazing’, or add in some punctuation, such as ! or … to 
make the mini saga exciting to read.

STEP 3
The 5 Ws  
(15 mins)

Slide 
14-15

Give your pupils a couple of minutes to get an idea for their mini saga. Will they write 
about an animal or season? Will they choose to write from an animal’s point of view or 
perhaps be a superhero saving the world from pollution or encouraging the reader to 
recycle.

Ask your pupils to consider the 5 Ws: who, what, where, why and when – this will help 
them draft a rough plot of their story.

Who: Who features in their story – just their main character or anyone else? Advise your 
pupils not to add too many characters as they only have 100 words to write their story in!

Where and When: Where and when is the story set? 

What: What happens to their character? Every story needs an event or conflict to move 
the plot along. Does their character save the day, have a problem or dilemma? Do they 
cause the problem or help to fix it? What will your pupils choose?



CONTINUED

STEP 3
The 5 Ws  
(15 mins)

Slides 
14-15

Why: Why does the event or conflict happen to their character? 
Why does their character behave the way they do? 
Is it in the wrong place at the wrong time? 
How will they resolve the conflict / dilemma or will they write a cliff-hanger ending…?
As they consider the 5Ws they can make notes in the spaces provided on their planning 
sheet. Show them our examples, should you wish to (slides 16-17).

STEP 4
Composing 
a Mini Saga 
(30 mins)

Slide 
18

Now your pupils have completed their planning they are ready to get writing their own 
mini saga.

Pupils may want to write their first draft on paper or in a workbook. When they’ve got 
their final draft, they can write their mini saga on the worksheet grid. There are 100 boxes 
so pupils can stick to the 100-word limit.

Once they have written their mini saga, pupils need to fill in their name, surname and age 
on the entry form.

STEP 5 
Plenary 

(5-10 mins)

Slides 
19-20

Ask your pupils to work in pairs or small groups and to read their mini sagas to one 
another. Peers are to feedback something they like and something they feel could be 
improved. 

Alternatively, you can use this time for self-assessment instead; ask your pupils to read 
back through their work to edit it and ensure their mini saga has a beginning, middle and 
end. They can review tenses, spelling of places and names, etc to ensure their work is 
finished accurately.




